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CHECKLIST

Capacitor fault-finding checklist

Inspect the capacitor for bulging, leaking or scorch marks under good light
Note any circuit symptoms such as ripple, frequency drift or noise
Disconnect power and discharge the capacitor through a resistor

Remove the component from the board for accurate testing

Measure capacitance and compare the reading to the marked value and
tolerance

Check for short or open circuit using resistance mode if no capacitance
meter is available

Test leakage current under rated voltage for high-value or high-voltage
types

Replace the capacitor if any test result falls outside specification or if
physical damage is present
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